
October 7, 2019 

Dear Parent/Guardian of a Sophomore: 

Please join us during Parent/Teacher conferences to discuss the requirements for the graded 
portions of the Personal Project that is required for each Sophomore at WEST.  Presentations 
on the requirements will be held each hour on Oct 17, 18 and 22, in Room 221. 

West High School is an IB World School (International Baccalaureate) and your sophomore is 
part of the Middle Years Program (MYP). The MYP is an exciting framework for student 
learning, which enhances how West teachers and staff engage students in the curriculum, 
rather than replacing it. The MYP encourages student-centered lessons, with a focus on 
concept-based learning and inquiry, along with strategies to teach students to apply their 
thinking in diverse ways within the classroom and regarding the World as a whole. 

One way West’s MYP encourages genuine growth of student learning is through a 
capstone project for all Sophomores: The Personal Project. The Personal Project is a 
year-long facilitated inquiry into a topic of their choice. The topic should be meaningful 
and challenging, but not overwhelming. 

Personal Project Details: 

The personal project consists of three main parts (product, journal, paper), representing 
a cumulative long-term learning experience. The product is what the student decides to 
generate or create, and the journal is a repository of their thoughts collected during the year. 
The paper is the only aspect that will be externally graded by the IBO and is used to document 
and reflect on the learning process. The other aspects of the project are part of the student’s 
ELA 10 grade each quarter, and will be represented as part of the benchmark grade.  

During the process of the Personal Project, your student will work closely with a mentor to guide 
their learning and assess his or her progress. The mentor will keep you updated each quarter 
regarding the progress your student is making towards a final personal project paper. This final 
paper will be submitted to the International Baccalaureate Organization (IBO) in April. 

Additional resources can be found on our website (https://tinyurl.com/yyg6z6g6) Additionally, personal 
project information sessions will be held during Parent Teacher Conferences and you are encouraged to join us 
during those times as it fits into your schedule. 

Oct. 17 Oct. 18 Oct. 22 
3:15 11:30 3:15 
4:00 12:30 4:00 
5:00 1:30 5:00 
6:00 2:30 6:00 
 

 

Thank you, 

Andy Evenson 
MYP Coordinator 
arevenson@gbaps.org 

https://tinyurl.com/yyg6z6g6

